
/ 
^ v ? . <rs s* 

I n s t i t u t i o n of Engineers. John B Chester Tape 55 27.9.93 
010 I n t r o d u c t i o n 
014 Mr John B Chester, born a t Stockport 29.1.1918, England. 
Father died when Mr Chester aged three y e a r s . Mother's brother i n 
A u s t r a l i a . Came to A u s t r a l i a , a r r i v e d 1927. School i n England 
d i f f e r e n t i n A u s t r a l i a . School a t Homebush Primary. Mother worked 
on farm a t Bogan Gate as housekeeper. A r r i v a l d escribed. Two 
c l a s s e s a t Bogan Gate School. Summer H i l l Intermediate High, stayed 
w i t h aunt - concentrated on mathematics. Mother bought mixed 
b u s i n e s s , Auburn. Looked f o r work - wrote to e l e c c t r i c a l f i r m s -
j u n i o r process worker f o r two weeks - kept on f o r 33 y e a r s . 
107 Aftermath of Depression - apprentices a problem. Heard about 
"Tech" - e n r o l l e d a t Tech. College - r a d i o mechanics course - r e p o r t 
went t o employer. Advised by foreman to change to E l e c t r i c a l 
F i t t i n g Course - decided by f i r m to apprentice him (12/6 per week) 
(3rd y ear 2 5 / - ) . F i n i s h e d term (5 y e a r s ) 1934. Had won s c h o l a r s h i p 
to higher grade. T r a n s f e r r e d to Drawing O f f i c e . Won s c h o l a r s h i p to 
E l e c t r i c a l Engineering Diploma Course - d i d Diploma Entrance Course. 
208 Work i n Factory. P r e e s s , d r i l l i n g machine, m i l l i n g machine 
Work ort t u r n s t i l e s - then drawing o f f i c e . Chief Engineer, John 
T i b b y ( ? ) J o i n ed I n s t i t u t i o n of Engineers as j u n i o r member. 
254 War y e a r s : c a l l up of s e n i o r s a f f e c t e d h i s p o s i t i o n - learned 
very r a p i d l y - continuing Diploma Course - j o i n e d I n s t i t u t i o n , 
proposed by Libby. 
292 Ultimo - Sydney Tech. Alan Plowman, Head of School. Set 
e x e r c i s e s . I n d u s t r i a l E l e c t r o n i c s . T h i r d year, Fourth Year - r a d i o 
- A y l s a Dow(?), L e c t u r e r . Contemporaries. Won College Medal -
E l e c t r i c a l Engineering 1947. 
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Side B 
006 I n t r o d u c t i o n 
009 1950 Aust. General E l e c t r i c - s i x months' t r i p o v e r s e a s , 
England, America. Already married w i t h daughter aged 3. F l i g h t 
d e s c r i b e d . Sydney, Darwin, Singapore e t c - 4 days to London. Three 
months i n England, Manchester, Rugby. America. The Queen E l i z a b e t h 
t o America and Canada. 
080 USA and Canada: Base - 6 weeks - I n d u s t r i a l E l e c t r o n i c s -
D i f f i c u l t i e s w i t h American drawings. 
114 Other P l a n t s . Boston, F o r t Wayne (?) George Shute, D e t r o i t . 
Ford's P l a n t - welding equipment. Canada: T r a i n to Vancouver. 
139 A p p l i c a t i o n of e l e c t r o n i c p r i n c i p l e s to power. Holden 
manufacture. 
167 Timber i n d u s t r y . Photo e l e c t r i c sensors - comparison w i t h 
today. E l e c t r o n i c v a l v e c o n t r o l . Imported equipment 
d i f f i c u l t i e s . 
286 Change. A.G.E. decided to b u i l d f a c t o r y i n Brisbane t o make 
tr a n s f o r m e r s . Three months i n Melbourne to l e a r n t r a n s f o r m e r s . 
1958 Brisbane: p r i o r to t h i s c o n t r o l f a c t o r y . Manager, Auburn. 
A u s t r a l i a n E l e c t r i c a l I n d u s t r i e s . Seven years Brisbane -
Management. 1958 - t r a n s i t o r s not commercially a v a i l a b l e . 
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010 I n t r o d u c t i o n 
013 Brisbane: Management of a f a c t o r y 1958-65, job s a t i s f a c t i o n . 
P r e v i o u s experience a t Auburn. 
071 Brisbane experience: change to A u s t r a l i a n E l e c t r i c a l 
I n d u s t r i e s break w i t h A.G.E. B r i t i s h took over - shut down of smal 
f a c t o r i e s . Three d i f f e r e n t d i v i s i o n s of A . E . I . Major General S i r 
J a c k Stevens, Chairman of A . E . I . A u s t r a l i a . 
144 Expansion - b e t t e r production l i n e - Orders from NSW. One 
major change - power and d i s t r i b u t i o n t ransformers. B i l l T y r e e ( ? ) 
s t e e l f o r t r a n s f o r m e r s . 
197 Human r e l a t i o n s - Unions - J a c k Edgerton - award f o r welders. 
I n d u s t r i a l h e a l t h and s a f e t y . R e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h Harry Harwood -
Manager, E n g l i s h E l e c t r i c . 
272 Melboourne - A . E . I , f i n a n c i a l d i f f i c u l t i e s - more importation. 
Three d i v i s i o n s s e t up - Chief Engineer and A s s t . General Manager, 
Transformer D i v i s i o n . Sam Burgess, Manager, Auburn - t r o u b l e i n 
Motor D i v i s i o n , Chairman, Ron R a i n s ; John B u t t e r s , Managing 
D i r e c t o r - asked to be General Manager, Motor D i v i s i o n . 
353 End of Tape Side A 
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157 I n t r o d u c t i o n 
159 Move t o Motor D i v i s i o n . D e c i s i o n s made p r e v i o u s l y by Board -
33 y e a r s of s e r v i c e concluded. C a l l e d meeting when d i f f i c u l t i e s 
e v i d e nt - f i r e d two days a f t e r long week-end. 
211 B i l l T y r e e ( ? ) suggestion r e America. Went to America, 
Westinghouse, 4-5 weeks - stayed on a f t e r B i l l Tyree l e f t , 4 weeks. 
D e s c r i p t i o n of B i l l Tyree's p l a n s . F i n a l l y Westinghouse brought out 
h i s show. Jo i n e d Westinghyouse s a l e s s t a f f - t r a v e l l i n g i n t o A s i a . 
Wife's h e a l t h . 
266 Prospect E l e c t r i c i t y suggested by f r i e n d . Sub S t a t i o n Design 
Engineer - 9 y e a r s . Retirement Age 65. 
283 Dutch o u t f i t suggested. R e t i r e d 9 months before 65, 
Westinghouse. J o i n e d Holec(?) 8 y e a r s . 
298 L i k e d job a t Prospect. Boss Les. King. Alan Moore, Chief 
Engineer. D e s c r i p t i o o n of work a t Prospect - job s a t i s f a c t i o n . 
365 Holec(?) 100% owned by Dutch - importing gear - good products. 
F i n a n c i a l d i f f i c u l t i e s i n Holland. K e i t h Bainbridge, Manager, 
walked out - Orders f o r dry type t r a n s f o r m e r s . New Managing 
D i r e c t o r , David H a r r i s . D e c i s i o n to work three days per week -
handled whole of c o n t r a c t . White I n d u s t r i e s - f i n i s h e d c o n t r a c t . 
4 51 Involvement w i t h I n s t i t u t i o n of Engineers - S e c r e t a r y , 
Chairman. I n t e r v i e w i n g f o r new members. 
478 Standards A s s o c i a t i o n . Kroner (?) - telecommunication 
t e r m i n a l s , s w i t c h gear. Low volt a g e s w i t c h gear - t e s t s . 
515 Review of C.V. No r e g r e t s - s e l f assessment. W r i t t e n papers. 
F l u o r e s c e n t lamps. 
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