
P.H. COFFEY - RESUME 

NAME 
ADDRESS 

PHONE 
DATE OF BIRTH 
NATIONALITY 
PLACE OF BIRTH 
MARITAL STATUS 
FAMILY 

Peter H i l a r y Coffey 
4 Robecq Avenue, 
Cheltenham, N.S.W.2119 
(02) 0G-G523 9%7& Z/'Zl 

31st March, 1933 
A u s t r a l i a n 
Concord West, N.S.W. 
Married 
1 Daughter - G a b r i e l l e 
3 Sons - Simon 

- John 
- Michael 

Wife - Noela 

born 31.12.61 
born 18. 6.65 
born 19. 7.66 
born 28. 6.71 
born 27. 1.34 

QUALIFICATIONS 
1. Bachelor of Engineering ( C i v i l ) - Sydney U n i v e r s i t y , 1958 
2. F e l l o w , I n s t i t u t i o n of Engineers, A u s t r a l i a 
3. F e l l o w , I n s t i t u t e of Quarrying 
4. C e r t i f i c a t e of S e r v i c e as Manager of an Above Ground 

Mine C l a s s A, B, C. 
5. Member of Board of Examiners f o r "Above Ground Mine 

Managers" - Appointed f o r 3 years commencing 1st January 
1983 by P.D. H i l l s i n terms of S e c t i o n 6 of 
Mines I n s p e c t i o n Act, 1901. 

OTHER INTERESTS 
1 A c t i v e p a r t i c i p a n t i n t e n n i s , squash and s a i l i n g 
2. Past P r e s i d e n t and l i f e member of Eastwood Ma r i s t Rugby 

League F o o t b a l l Club. 
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December 1957 to December 1959 - Metropolitan Water Sewerage 
and Drainage Board, Sydney 

A s s i s t a n t Engineer C Grade 
6 months i n design o f f i c e working on r e i n f o r c e d concrete 
design i n c l u d i n g e l e v a t e d pipe l i n e s and other s t r u c t u r e s 
i n the sewerage system. 
18 months s u p e r v i s i n g the c o n s t r u c t i o n of minor sewer 
extensio n s . 
T h i s work invo l v e d surveying f o r c o n s t r u c t i o n purposes 
and the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r c o n t r o l of c o s t s . 

December 1959 to September 1960 - Department of Main Roads,NSW. 
A s s i s t a n t Engineer i n the Bridge Section working on the design 
and drawing of bridges and other s t r u c t u r e s i n both s t e e l and 
r e i n f o r c e d concrete. 
September 1960 to September 1961 - T h i e s s Bros. 
A s s i s t a n t S i t e Engineer f o r the c o n s t r u c t i o n of the concrete 
l i n e d c o o l i n g water tunnel a t Wangi Power S t a t i o n . T h i s pos­
i t i o n i n v o l v e d r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r c o n t r o l survey and s u p e r v i s ­
ion of the work f o r c e . 
The tunnel was about 1 km i n length and about 4 metres i n 
height w i t h a r e i n f o r c e d concrete screen house a t the power 
s t a t i o n end and a r e i n f o r c e d concrete i n t a k e s t r u c t u r e a t the 
lak e end which was constructed i n s i d e a sheet p i l e d c o f f e r dam. 
The c o n t r a c t was completed by September, 1961 and over the 
l a s t 2 months I supervised the earthworks f o r the c o a l handling 
area a t Vales Point Power S t a t i o n . 
September 1961 - J u l y 1964 - Dowsett Engineering (Aust) Pty. L t d . 
A s s i s t a n t Manager - Newcastle area. T h i s p o s i t i o n involvedthe 
preparation of tenders f o r and s u p e r v i s i o n of c i v i l works i n 
the Newcastle area. 
The m a j o r i t y of the work was c a r r i e d out on the s i t e of the 
B.H.P. Steelworks where we b u i l t the foundations f o r the No.4 
B l a s t Furnace and B a s i c Oxygen S t e e l P l a n t . Both of these jobs 
required the design and c o n s t r u c t i o n of sheet p i l e d e x c a v a t i o n s 
i n water charged around f o r 10 to 12 metre deep concrete found­
a t i o n s . The work was c a r r i e d out by Dowsett's d i r e c t labour 
f o r c e of carpenters and labourers and making use of Dowsett's 
Ruston Bucyrus excavators and cranes. 
A major job which we secured by tender was the Tomago Water 
Treatment P l a n t f o r the Hunter D i s t r i c t Water Board. T h i s 
p r o j e c t c a l l e d f o r the preparation of the sand foundation and 
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the c o n s t r u c t i o n of a s e r i e s of c o n c r e t e tanks which r e q u i r e d 
accurate placement f o r the i n s t a l l a t i o n of mechanical equip­
ment. 
J u l y 1964 to A p r i l 1965 - Humes L i m i t e d 
P r o j e c t Engineer f o r the Captain Cook B r i d g e . 
I j o i n t e d Humes L i m i t e d to complete the manufacture of the 
precast concrete segments to be s u p p l i e d t o John Holland f o r 
the c o n s t r u c t i o n of the Captain Cook B r i d g e . The p r o j e c t had 
encountered some problems p r i o r to my commencement and i n order 
to meet c o n t r a c t u a l o b l i g a t i o n s i t was n e c e s s a r y to ensure t h a t 
the precast segments were c a s t to an e x t r e m e l y high standard of 
f i n i s h and i n accordance w i t h a r i g i d d e l i v e r y programme. 
Af t e r s u c c e s s f u l completion on time of t h i s p r o j e c t I stayed 
on to c a s t a s e r i e s of p r e s t r e s s e d c o n c r e t e beams and columns 
for the roof of the Maroubra R e s e r v o i r . 
A p r i l 1965 to June 1968 - Ray F i t z p a t r i c k Q u a r r i e s Pty. L t d 
I commenced w i t h Ray F i t z p a t r i c k Q u a r r i e s as C o n s t r c t i o n 
Engineer and progressed to Chief E s t i m a t o r and then to Const­
r u c t i o n Manager r e s p o n s i b l e f o r the p r e p a r a t i o n of tenders and 
the c o n s t r u c t i o n of c i v i l works w i t h an emphasis on roadwork. 
The work load was about 20 s u b d i v i s i o n s i n the Sydney area 
under c o n s t r u c t i o n a t one time. T h i s l e v e l of work n e c e s s a r i l y 
required the submission of tenders s u f f i c i e n t to maintain t h i s 
work load. 
The earthworks and pavement c o n s t r u c t i o n were c a r r i e d out by 
d i r e c t labour w h i l e concrete and drainage were c a r r i e d out by 
sub c o n t r a c t o r s . 
Some notable p r o j e c t s were the c o n s t r u c t i o n of 1 m i l e of the 
Hawkesbury to Mount White T o l l Way and the Seaham Weir f o r 
the Hunter D i s t r i c t Water Board. 
The T o l l Way was c a r r i e d out as a sub c o n t r a c t t o K.D. Morris 
who was the head c o n t r a c t o r . My f i r s t t a s k on j o i n i n g F i t z ­
p a t r i c k was to complete t h i s c o n t r a c t which was l o s i n g money 
and d i v e r t i n g r e s o u r c e s from p r o f i t a b l e work i n the metropolitan 
area. 
The Seaham Weir was secured as a r e s u l t of a s u c c e s s f u l tender 
submitted to the Hunter D i s t r i c t Water Board f o r the c o n s t r u c t i o n 
of a rock f i l l w e i r a c r o s s the W i l l i a m s R i v e r . The p r o j e c t was 
secured at a f a v o u r a b l e p r i c e by q u a r r y i n g rock adjacent to 
the s i t e and s a v i n g a haul of about 15km from F r o s t ' s Quarry, 
the nominated s u p p l i e r . 
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P r i o r to the p l a c i n g of rock f o r the weir the r i v e r bed required 
dredging to a depth of about 25 metres c a r r i e d out by c u t t e r 
s u c t i o n dredge. I n a d d i t i o n the s i t e quarry was opened and rock 
was d e l i v e r e d and placed i n the wei r and a n c i l l a r y concrete 
s t r u c t u r e s were b u i l t . 
June 1968 to j u l y 1973 - White I n d u s t r i e s L i m i t e d 
I j o i n e d B i r d s a l l and White P t y . L i m i t e d when Geoff White asked 
me to go to Nowra as P r o j e c t Manager f o r the Danjera Creek Dam 
the f i r s t c o n t r a c t secured by h i s r e c e n t l y formed company. 
The c o n t r a c t ($2 m i l l i o n ) c a l l e d f o r the c o n s t r u c t i o n of a 
diamond head b u t t r e s s concrete dam and s p i l l w a y together w i t h an 
e a r t h f i l l saddle dam. 
I was respo n s i b l e f o r a l l a s p e c t s of c o n s t r u c t i o n i n c l u d i n g ; 

- C o f f e r Dams 
- Excavation i n rock f o r foundations and s p i l l w a y 
- Winning of g r a v e l from the creek 
- S i t e crushing of aggregate 
- S i t e mixing of concrete 
- Forming and p l a c i n g concrete 
- Preparation of p a y r o l l s on s i t e 
- Preparation of monthly c l a i m s and c o l l e c t i o n of progress 

payments. 
During the l a s t year of the dam p r o j e c t we secured the s i t e 
preparation f o r the J e r v i s Bay Nuclear Power S t a t i o n ($1 m i l l i o n ) . 
I acted as P r o j e c t Manager f o r t h i s job i n con j u n c t i o n w i t h the 
dam. I n a d d i t i o n to t h i s we c a r r i e d out s i t e p r e p a r a t i o n f o r 
the I n t e r n a t i o n a l A i r Termi n a l a t Kingsford Smith A i r p o r t i n c l u d ­
ing 100 acres of g r a s s i n g . 
Upon completion of the work i n Nowra I returned to Sydney as 
the Metropolitan or South Area Manager. A number of p r o j e c t s 
were c a r r i e d out i n c l u d i n g the s i t e p r e p a r a t i o n f o r the T a c t i c a l 
T r a i n e r B u i l d i n g a t South Head which r e q u i r e d the b l a s t i n g of a 
12 metre excavation i n rock adjacent to b u i l d i n g s . 
While I was with the company Geoff White bought out h i s pa r t n e r s 
i n B i r d s a l l and White Pty. L t d . , and traded as G.B. White Pty. 
Lt d . L a t e r , the p u b l i c company White I n d u s t r i e s L i m i t e d was 
formed and I j o i n e d the Board as an E x e c u t i v e D i r e c t o r . I n 
ad d i t i o n to t h i s I was a D i r e c t o r of Spraygrass S e r v i c e s Pty. 
L t d . , a company j o i n t l y owned by G.B. White Pty. L t d . and 
Hardboards of A u s t r a l i a . 
J u l y 1973 to January 1983 - B.M.I. L i m i t e d 
I j o i n e d the T e c h n i c a l S e r v i c e s Department as Senior Engineer 
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i n charge of a number of p r o j e c t s i n c l u d i n g the rock supply 
c o n t r a c t to Atkinson-Leighton f o r the c o n s t r u c t i o n of the 
Botany Bay Port Development. 
I progressed to the p o s i t i o n of Group Construction Manager 
re s p o n s i b l e f o r a l l c o n s t r u c t i o n w i t h i n the BMI Group. 
I n t h i s p o s i t i o n I was r e s p o n s i b l e f o r the c o n s t r u c t i o n 
of the $4 m i l l i o n Kempsey Br i c k w o r k s f o r C l a r k B r i c k L i m i t e d 
and the conversion of the C l a r k T i l e P l a n t i n V i c t o r i a to 
manufacture a wider t i l e . 
I n January, 1978 I t r a n s f e r r e d to BMG Q u a r r i e s as Operations 
Manager. 
I n t h i s p o s i t i o n I was r e s p o n s i b l e f o r a l l aspects of manu­
f a c t u r e of quarry products i n the f o l l o w i n g a r e a s ; 

Dunmore Quarry 
Port Kembla S l a g P l a n t 
Menangle Quarry 
Prospect Quarry 
Emu Quarry 
Richmond Quarry 
Freemans Reach 
Peats Ridge 

300,000 tonnes/year. 
600,000 tonnes/year 
250,000 tonnes/year 

2,000,000 tonnes/year 
1,800,000 tonnes/year 

100,000 tonnes/year 
20,000 tonnes/year 

300,000 tonnes/year 
My r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s included the production of aggregates 
and other quarry m a t e r a i l s f o r the minimum cost i n accordance 
w i t h s p e c i f i c a t i o n s and the development of new e x t r a c t i o n 
areas a l l i n accordance w i t h the terms of the r e l e v a n t l e g ­
i s l a t i o n . Annual turnover i n production of quarry products 
was $26 m i l l i o n . 
January 1983 to December 1983 - C o n s u l t i n g Engineer 
Using my experience i n the c o n t r a c t i n g i n d u s t r y and s k i l l s i n 
other f i e l d s of my p r o f e s s i o n , I p r a c t i s e d as a p r i v a t e 
Consulting Engineer. 
During t h i s period I undertook the s h o r t term management of 
a s m a l l c o n t r a c t i n g company and v a r i o u s assignments to prepare 
tenders f o r c i v i l engineering works i n c l u d i n g the Burdekin 
F a l l s Dam f o r the Queensland Water Resources Commission. 
January 1 984 to Present - Abignano L i m i t e d C fl/o^y rtb/jrc?<-tf> Li~n~,te 

My a c t i v i t i e s as a c o n s u l t a n t included a number of assignments 
fo r Abignano L i m i t e d and l e d to my appointment to the s t a f f 
of the Engineering S e r v i c e s , D i v i s i o n of Abignano L i m i t e d . 
I n t h i s p o s i t i o n I provide t e c h n i c a l e x p e r t i s e as r e q u i r e d to 
other s e c t i o n s of the company. An important part of my a c t i v -
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i t i e s i s the p r e p a r a t i o n of tenders f o r work i n competition 
w i t h the major c o n t r a c t o r s i n the i n d u s t r y . 
The p o s i t i o n has afforded me the opportunity to keep abreast 
of c u r r e n t planning and c o n s t r u c t i o n methods as w e l l as gain 
v a l u a b l e i n s i g h t i n t o the use of computers as an a i d to 
planning and the use of r e s o u r c e s . 
While i n t h i s p o s i t i o n my a c t i v i t i e s have been such that I 
have been able to maintain and extend my a s s o c i a t i o n with 
colleagues i n c o n t r a c t i n g f r a t e r n i t y and government departments. 



Peter Coffey — Career notes 

Year 

1957 

1959 

1960 

1961 

1964 

1965 

1968 

1973 

1983 

1984 

Duration 

2yrs. 

lOmths. 

ly r . 

3yrs 

9mths 

3 yrs 

5 yrs 

10 yrs 

1 yr 

12 yrs 

Activity 

MWS & DB — 1/2 yr design, 11/2 
yr field supervision 
DMR des & dwg — bridges 

Thiess Bros, const, cooling water 
tunnels Wangi PS. 

Dowsett Eng. Asst Mgr. Newcastle 
Area Prep, tenders, works supervis'n 

Humes Ltd. Proj. Engr. Captain 
Cook bridge 

Ray Fitzpatrick Quarries. Chf. 
estimator, Const. Mgr., roadworks 

White Industries. Danjera Ck. dam 
Site prep Atomic nrg PS Jervis Bay 
Kingsf d Smith Int. airprt 
Exec Director. 
BMI. Sen. Engr Tech. Serv. then 
Group Const Mgr Kempsey 
Brickwoiks $4 mill. Clark Tile 
Operating Mgr BMG Quarries 
consult, engr. civil wks 

Abingnano Ltd. tender prep, use of 
resources project planning etc. etc. 

see file: coffiiistdoc 
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